oe Me 
a FLEMINGTON N J 
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ie Bungtown 
H €. BEATS: 





NL so 


a March 25, 1946 
Dear Mr.Douglass: 

| YT told you 1 would write you in a day or two, but 
failed to find necded data. You owe me for eight hours hunting. 
The Lambertville Record carried a sub mast, besa "Otherwise Known as the 


Bungtowm Bugle" from Apr.5, to Bec.27,1945, and then dropped it. I have 


not been able to find a copy to send you, having only HCHS file. No one 


éése secms to save it. 

Bhe earliest record J can find of the name is in final settlement 
of estate of Emanuel Coryell, who started Coryell's Ferry, in AT aE 
when in the division of land among his chiliren, George Coryell received 
"The Bangtown lot", which I now figure was between present Church and 
Delevan Streets, and extending to middle of the Delware- The name is 
said to have come from someone leaving a barrel of whisky on the wharf 
and it was empty next morning, an incident that must have happened 
near 200 years ago. I find no clues to any Bungtown coppers. 

Incidentally Geor*‘e Coryell was one of the bearers at the burtal 
of G.Washingonon at Mt.Vernon. 
I hope this negative report will be of use. 


Very truly, 


HER ot > 


Bungtown 


Ra een COs 


March 25, 1946 
Dear Mr.Douglass: 
I told you 1 would write you in a day or two, but 
failed to find necded data. You owe me for eight hours hunting. 
The Lambertville Record carried a sub soaepitec  sieibon "“GOtherwise Known as the 


Bungtown Bugle" from Apr.5, to Bec.27,1945, and then dropped it. I have 


not been able to find a copy to send you, having only HCHS file. No one 


é@é¢se scems to save it. 
ghe earliest record I can find of the name is in final settlement 

of estate of Emanuel Coryell, who started Coryell's Ferry, in aide! 
when in the division of land among his children, George Coryell received 
"The Bangtown lot", which I now figure was between present Church and 
Delevan Streets, and extending to middle of the Delware: The name is 
gaid to have come from someone leaving a barrel of whisky on the wharf 
and it was empty next morning, an incident that must have happened 
near 200 years ago. I find no clues to any Bungtown coppers. 

Incidentally Georce Coryell was one of the bearers at the burkal 
of G.Washingoon at Mt.Vernon. 


I hope this negative report will be of use. 


Very trulye 





eee 


June 29, 1960 


Lambertville Record 
Lambertville, New Jersey 


Gentlenen: 


t understand that your newspaper called itself 
the BUNGTOWN BUGLE for a long period up to 19h5. 
Apparently you were established in 1672. 


Would it be possible for you to send me a copy 
of your newspaper which contained the reference 
to the Bungtown Bugle and,also, would you tell 
me when you first began using that humorous 
appellation. I eam working on an article involv- 
ing the use of the word "Bungtown" in various 
parts of the United States and wanted to include 
the information with respect to Lambertville. 


Very truly yours, 


ERIC FP. NEWMAN 


BEPN/atb 











July 5, 1960 


Glerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey 
Trenton, New Jersey 


Dear Sir: 


In the Final Settlement of the Estate of Emanuel 
Coryell, in 1760, there was a distribution to 
George Coryell of a piece of real estate described 
as the "Bungtown lot". I would like to have a 
photostat of this item. I am not able to give you 
the exact citation from the New Jersey Archives 
and although some items concerning the estate are 
therein mentioned, I do not find a specifie re- 
ference to the Final Settlement. 


If I eould obtain a photocopy or photostat of 
tnis one sheet, I would be grateful. 


Please advise me as to the cost and I will for- 
ward it. 


Very truly yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/ ath 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 


I. GRANT SCOTT 


CLERK TRENTON 





Mr. Bric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
OO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, 2, Mo. 
Re: Emanuel Coryell 210-d 

Dear Sir: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of July 5th. 

We have inspected the above entitled matter but do 
not find anywhere therein a description of the property you 
list as "Bungtown lot." 


Yours truly, 


I.Grant Scott, 
Clerk of the Superior Court. 


DEM/C Donald E.Meyer. 
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2 Mr. I. Grant Scott 

e Glerk of the Superior Court 

2 Trenton, New Jersey 

; Attentions Mr. Donald =, Meyer 

3 | Re: Emanuel Coryell 210<d 


Dear Sirs 


I wish to thank you for your letter of July 19, 1960 
with respect to a distribution of the above-mentioned 
= a estate in the final settlement. I would like to know 
whether you do have the final settlement of that 
estate and whether it is dated 1760. The "Bungtown 
Lot", apparently distributed to George Coryell from 


3 | this estate, might just have been mentioned rather 
3 | than deseribed. 


It ig so important for me to Leekte this use ef the 
word "Bungtown", if it was used in the eighteenth 


= century, that I’ would be very grateful if you would 
a recheck the documents in that estate to see whether 
Ba. it is mentioned. It also might be worthwhile to 
2 | see whether it could have been another member of 


the Coryell family. I would be very grateful for 
your continued helpfulness. 


See res oP Soy TNE NOR: 8 MAIR I, BS 


2 oo | 3 Sincerely yours, 


ie 


 BRIC P. HEWMAN 
BPN/atb 


\) 








SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 


I. GRANT SCOTT 


TRENTON 
CLERK 





August 2, 1960 


Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
Executive Offices 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2 Mo. 


Dear Sirs 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
July 22, 1960. 

As stated previously we do not find any reference to 
"Bunctown lot" in any of the instruments in this office. 

We do not have any account for this matter. These later 
papers may have been filed and retained by the Hunterdon 
County Surrogate. You may be able to procure more information 
from said Surrogate. 

Very truly yours, 


I. Grant Scott, 
Clerk = the Superior Court 


f 


Donald E, Meyer A 

















Auguat 8, 1960 


Surrogate of Hunterdon County | 
Flemington, New Jersey 


Dear Sirs 


in connection with some historical research I am 
doing the Supericr Court of New Jersey suggested 
that I contact you in my attempt to locate the 
final settlement in the Estate of Emanuel Coryell 
where I am acvised there was a distribution of 
realty described as the "Bungtown lot" to George 
Coryell in 1760. This lot was in Lambertville. 


I am endeavoring to find an 6ighteenth century 
use of the word "Bungtown" as applying to Lambert- 
ville, New Jersey, which hag been referred to as 


‘Bungtown" for many years and the newspaper, (New 


Hope News and formerly the Lambertville Record), 
still calls itself the Bungtown Bugle. 


My information comes third-hand through Hiram BE. 
Heats, formerly a Hunterdon historian. 


Would you advise me whe ther you have that final 
settlement or suggest where it might be lecated. 


Your helpfulness would be most appreciated. 
Sincerely yours, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN 
atb 





INEZ POST PRALL 
SURROGATE 


OFFICE OF THE SURROGATE 
OF 


HUNTERDON COUNTY 


HALL OF RECORDS 
FLEMINGTON, NEW JERSEY 





MINERVA FELTRI! 
TEL. FLEMINGTON 2 DEPUTY SURROGATE 


MABEL J. KRAIGER 
SPECIAL PROBATE CLERK 


August 12, 1960 


Mr, Eric P,. Newman, 
4.00 Washington Ave., 
St. Louis, 2, Mo. 


Re: Est. Emanuel Coryell, dec'd 


Dear Sir:- 


We do not have the record of the 
estate of the above named decedent, 


This office was established in 
1804 and our records gotack only that far. 
As to the use of the word "Bungtown", may I 
suggest that you address your inquiry to 
Dr. Fred Petrie, Jefferson St., Lambertville, 
Nid. Dr. Petrie has written gq little history 
of Lambertville based upon historical research. 


I would assume that any settlement 
of the Emanuel Goryell estate ( provided he 
left an estate) would be of record in Mercer 
County (Trenton, N.J.) as that County was once a 
part of Hunterdon, 





P. S. Real estate transfers would be recorded in 
the County Clerk's office not the Surrogatets, 


Mved G. Petrie, DOS 


Dental Clinic, North Main Sircet 
New Hope, Fa. 
Telephone 2525 


August 23, 1960 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

Loe Viniinclen avenes 
Saint Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Mrs. Inez Prall of Lambertville, N.J. has referred to me your letter 
concerning the name "Bungtown" in regards to this city. It is true, as you 
state, that the portion of the original plantation inherited by George, the 
third son of Emanuel Coryell, was referred to in his will as the Bungtown lot. 
No one knows for sure how this name originated byl my theory, after some study 
is this--Coryell's Ferry was a river town up to 1812 when the bridge across the 
river was built. Since the traffic on the river was Paar pee a and Lambertville 
(Coryell's Ferry) was half way between Philadelphia and Easton, it was a stop 
over for rivermen and other tough characters. They were put up at a place 
called the Red Tavern which stood until 18,5 along the river on that portion of 
land which George inherited. Records show that the community was damned glad 
when it was torn down since all these fellows would do, during their stay over 
night, was to drink and raise hell. I'm inclined to think that they looked 
forward on their long river trip to this type of letdown and named the landing 
"Bungtown" from the fact that the Bung would be driven in when they arrived. 

This is the best I can do for you on the subject and I have looked high 
and low and found no definite information, 


I have never seen the will of Bnanuel Coryell but have worked from 





Mfred G. Petrie, DDS 


Dental Clinic, North Main Street 
New Hope, Pa 
Telephone 2525 


notes taken by one who did see it. He stated that except for calling the lot 
that name no explaination was given. I would say the will would either be in 
the archives of the Sec. of States Office in Trenton or in the files of West 
Jersey Proprietors Office in Burlington, N.J. 


I sincerely hope I have been able to be of some slight service to you. 


Cordially yours, 


Alfyed G.Petrie,D.D.S. 






A.G.P./cko 
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Septenber 15, 1960 


— 
See 


Mr. Alfred GS, Petrie 
oN. Main Street | 
New Hope, Penna. 


«Dear Mr, Petrie: 


« peturned frou ay vacation to find your interesting letter — 
of August 23, 1960 relative to Bungtown. I really need your 
_ help more than ever. — ee ae 


Is it the will of Emanuel or George Coryell which contains — 
the veferenee to Bungtown? Hiram Deatsa, in a letter written 
in 1946, stated that it is in the final settlement of the | 
estate of Emanuel. The Clerk of the Superior Court at Trenton 

gays that the Emanuel Coryell file (210-3) does not contain 
any reference to Bungtown. Now can you appreciate my confusion. 
I don't even know whether the Trenton file has either the 
will or the final settlement of Smanuel. Is your data from 

Deats or from other sources? / 

Can you tell me when Emanuel Coryell dieds if the Coryell 
Ferry started in 17603; when George Coryell died, and if he 
referred to the land in his will as the Bungteown lot. Can 
you tell me when the Red favern was built. 


I will be rechecking with the Secretary of State and with 
Burlington « | 3 ; 


| Sincerely, 


| BRIG P, WEWMAW 
BPN/ate 











Glerk of the Superior Gourt 




















frenton, New Jersey 


Attention: Mr. Donald 3. Meyer 





Dear Sirs 


You looked at this file for me recently and I would 
dike to know a few further facts to the extent they 
appear in the files 


ti 
26 
Sy 


de 


This date will be most helpful if you can advise me 
of it. 


EPN/atb 


fhe date of the will of Emanuel Coryell. 
The date of the death of fmanvel Coryell. ) 


Are any settlements of the estate in the file 
and what are their dates. 


Sts, 


Is there an inventory in the file. 


Sincerely, 


BRIC P. WEWMAN 
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September 21, 1960 


Mr. Alfred G. Petrie 
MW, Main Street | 
New Hope, Penna. 


Pear Hr, Petries 


Further following up my letter of September 15, 1960, I 
‘have found in the Record of Wills of New Jersey that 
the will of Emanuel Coryell, a farmer, of Amwell town- 
ship, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, was dated January 2, 
1748 and that he died within that month leaving an estate 
to his wife and six children. There was an inventory 
dated February 3, 1748 but,above all, there was a very 
complex accounting of the estate which was filed on 
November 1, 1757. This accounting covers the entire ad- 
ministration of the estate, I assume, and this is the 
inetrument which should be checked. Apparently it is in 
File No. 21063 of the Clerk of the Superior Court, in 
Trenton, New Jersey. He states that there is nothing in 
his papers about Bungtown but I am wondering if you 
could look at this item at your sonvenience as it, © 
apparently, is a very compiex instrument. | 


hea information contained in this letter is Vol. 30, 
page 114, in the New Jersey Archives and Yol. 32, page 72. 


George Coryell was still living in 1799 as he witnessed 
a will at that time. | | | 


There is a reference to Liber 6, page 89, with respect 

to the will of Emanuel Coryell but I assume this is merely 
an weal of ite His estate was reasonably large, being 
£85h. | | | 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 


1. GRANT SCOTT TRENTON 


CLERK 





September 22, 1960 


Mr. Bric P. Newman 
hOO Washington Avenue 
Bc. LeOuLe, 2, Boe. 


Res Wills 
Dear Sir: 
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 


recent date. All Will records are under the control of this 
office. 


We have checked our records and find the following 
Will records of which you inquired. 


If you should desire copies of any of the below 
listed instruments, kindly forward the necessary fees to 
this office with this original letter, making all checks 
payable to I. Grant Scott, Clerk of the Superior Court. 

Very truly yours, 


le Grant Scott, 
Clerk of the Superior Court 


Gp roe | 





y 
DEM/c Donald E. Meyer 
Name Number County Instrument Year Fee 
Emanuel Coryell 210-J Inv. 174.9 $1.00 
Acc. 1757 6.00 


The Will of Emanuel Coryell was dated January 2nd, 1748. We have 
no record of the date of his death. 
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September 26, 1960 


Mre Ie Grant Scott, @lerk 
Superior Court of New Jersey 
Trenton, New Jersey 


f . Dear Sirs 
Enclosed herewith is the sum of $6.00 for a 
photostatic copy of the accounting dated 
November 1, 1757 in the Estate of Bmanuel 
Coryell, No. 210-J. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
i | ee Sincerely yours, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 
‘ - 
ae EPN/atb 
ie 7] 
s 





Dental Clinic, North Main Sivect 
New Hope, Fea. 
Telephone 252AS 
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October L, 1960 


Br. Alfred G. Petrie 
WH. Main Street 
New Hope, Penna. 


Dear Dr.Petrie: 


You have been most helpful in the information you have obtained 
for me and I am very greteful. I hesitate to continue to bother 
you but the matter I am working on is the key to an entire 
section of the book I am writing. 


Ll ordered the photostat of the November 1, 1757 settlement of 

the estate of Emanuel Coyrell and it involves only personal prope 
erty with reference to repairing a house, ete. only. iI presume 
the 1760 document relating to the real estate is gone. I do 

not know the Probate procedure current at that tine but would 

it be possible that it is in the real estate records. Would a 
title examiner know if it were recorded anywhere? 


I would also like to know whe is or was "J.A.Anderson" and what 
happened to the notations which he made. Are they available 
today? 


Did Mr. Deats,whbs: letter I enclose, get his fata independently 
or from Mr. Anderson. 


All I want to prove is that the word "Bungtown" was used prior 
to 175k, somewhere in America, and yours is the enly area where 
that seems accurate. Its meanirg I ¢an explain by subsequent 
vu Se8 ° 

the 
Incidentally, if I could have a reference citation as to/John 
Purcell Ferry franchise transfer to Emanuel Coryell and to ig 
granting of the franchise by George II on January 7, 1733, 1 
would be most grateful. 


is there any history or other publication of Lambertville or 
Hunterdon County which mentions the fact that the city was 
Callea "Bungtown"? 

Your continued cooperation is most appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb BRIG P. NEWMAN 


November 9, 1960 


Dr. Alfred G. Petrie 
North Main Street 
New Hope, Penna. 


Dear Dr.Petrie: 


You have probably been delayed in answering the 
questions in my letter of October h, 1960. I 
amso anxious to complete this information so 
that I can write my book. At least you will 

be able to answer the guestions about the 
people who made the notes which started all 
this complication, 


Would you be nice enough to answer me as best 
you can or tell me what the status of the 
matters are in the event their investigation 
is pending. I will be very grateful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


November 10, 1960 


lir. Alfred G. Petrie 
N. Main Street 
New Hope, Pennae 


Dear Dr. Petrie: 


I think I sent you my only photocopy of the Hiram 


Deats letter to Damon Douglas. Would you be kind 
enough toe return that when you answer me and I 
will have another photoecpy made and send it to 
yous 


Sincerely yours, 


Bric P. Newman 


BPu/ath 


AMsed G. Patric, DDS 


Dental Clinic, North Main Sineet 


New Hope, Za. 
Telephone 2525 


November 1), 1960 
Mr. Eric P. Newman 
1,00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 
Dear Mr. Newnan, 

I have delayed answering your letter of October kth simply be- 
cause I find that the only place that I think your questions can be 
answered is in the Secretary of States office in Trenton. What 
little information I have was based on notes which I obtained fran 
the estate of John A. Anderson, and through research in the State 
House. 

I was hoping that I might find time to spend an afternoon in 
the archives of the State Department, but have just found it impossi- 
ble te get down there. I wish I could promise you that I could fiilnd 
time in the near future, but my practice just does not seem to permit 
it. 

The only suggestion that I might have is that someone in the 
State House might recommend a person who makes a business of look= 
ing up old records and would therefore have the time to do a thorough 
job, by the same token a trip to Burlington, New Jersey might turn 


up more information. 
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At the New Jersey State House I looked vp the following 


five documents, and am sorry to report that there ji. no mention of 
Bungtewn in any of them. Hiram Deats, whom I Anew Personally as wei]. 
as by long Correspondence was a very accurate researcher | better than 
John A, Andersen, and being an honorary life member ol” ANE would aot 


have fouled up on a word like Bungtown, 


1) P. 89 of Liber 6 - will of Emgnuel Coryell, 1/2/1748 
2) Folder 210eJ - Same as item no, ] -) 


3) Folder 210-J - Inventory of Kk, C.'s personal estate fas 1 


4) Folder 2)0-J - Executor 's accounting, 11/1/1757 ee oe 
5) Felder 4378Jj . Petition of E.C.'s two children aged 1h. 
6) Folder 437-j . Guardians' bond for said children ' 


As I told you on Armistice Day, Richardson __ 
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January 25, 1961 


Hv. He B. Deates 
FPlemingtongjew Jersey 


Dear Mr. Deats: 


i em going to Gall on your amaging numismatic menory 

in gonnection with a monograph I am writing which will 
include an explanation of "Bungtown®. You will recall 
that Damon Douglas inquired with respect to this satter 
fitteen years ago and I am enclosing a copy of your — 
letter of March 25, 1946 to him. In your letter you 
stated that George Coryell received "the Bungtown Lot". 
il have checked the will and Probate records of Enannel 
Coryell and am wondering if your notes show where this 
quote came from. Is it in a conveyance by George Corywll, 
is it in the will of George Coryell, or where did you 
find ite This is of eritical importanes in order to 
cetermine whan the word "Bungtown" was applied te 
Lambertville, New Jersey. 


As proof of my sincerity in these endeavors, you may 
be familiar with ay other publications on early American 
colnages 


If it ig more convenient for me to go over your notes 
on thig eubject you could send them to me and I will 
vreturh them. My principal topie is the imitation 
 Britieh halfpenee coined in America, including the 
Machin's Mills eoinage. | 


Gordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAW 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing 18 
a true copy of the original on file in 
my office. Pa 


iy LD 





Bary Cog ll 5rb 


ee joy fray 
Vik Vo pip. 


Vwntnden B inate 
Syf 3 177 
lated Oe 








Jerre by Bement | Compell's Fenay the 
Faces Ud bemokak by ne 
ree N ea y teat hy Kaur wir ene Let 7 , 


tidgwrent bene, 
jpeg or Oprncwst pr Tevern 
Wieser ¢ 


t Qrhey 2, 6962 wet bry Aeron 


= i 
Ser fare = a OP ig) rr 
: sparen. 








1s ILLIAM G. JERREMS, JR. 
Lo First President 
: By 
tee W. OGILVIE, LM 93, HisToRIAN 


There is a list in the May, 1960 A.N.A. Library Catalog naming the 
thirty-one persons whom the membership of our organization have elected 
to the high office of president. The list merely gives the chronological order 
and their tenure as president. Other sources reveal their vocations as well 
as their avocations, their accomplishments while in office and their devotion 
to the science of numismatics. These honored gentlemen, always serving 
without remuneration, dedicated themselves to the task of building the 
A.N.A. from Dr. Heath’s “baby” to the gigantic association of today. They 
are, indeed, a truly interesting group of esteemed numismatists. 


William G. Jerrems Jr., First President 


A self-styled student of numismatics, William G. Jerrems, Jr., of 
Chicago had been a subscriber to The Numismatist from its first issue. 
es Dr. George F. Heath, its editor, asked for opinions regarding the 
formation of a national association of numismatists, 
young Bill was one of the first to sanction the idea 
and was assigned Number Three on the membership 
list. During the preorganization period in the spring 
and summer of 1891, he was quite active and took 
such an interest that Heath appointed him tempo- 
rary President. Another youngster, Charles T. Tat- 
man, who conducted a coin column in a New York 
magazine but lived in Worcester, Mass., was allotted 
Number Two and made Secretary pro tem. By Oc- 
tober this trio, with the help of a few others, had 
mustered sixty-one charter members as a nucleus 
of an organization. 

On October 7, 1891, six men, Heath, Tatman, Jer- 
rems, Harlow, Brydon and Heckelman met in a 
small hotel room in Chicago and officially organized 
the American Numismatic Association. At this, the 
first A.N.A. convention, it was agreed that “Dr. Heath was really the 
logical man for office (of President) but he declared that he wanted 
younger men to do the pushing and he (Heath) would stand behind them, 
and as a result I became the first President.” The above quotation is 
from an article by Jerrems in the October, 1941, Numismatist. 

Tatman retained his post as Secretary, Joseph Hooper of Port Hope, 
Ontario, was elected Vice President, David Harlow, Treasurer and Sam 
Chapman, Librarian and Curator. Board of Trustees (now the Board of 
Governors) consisted of Charles W. Stutesman, W. Kelsey Hall, J. A. 


Hec — two present day Charter s—John F. Jones and 
iram E. Deats/ The old pro himself remained as Editor of The Numis- 
matist and-in an advisory capacity. The constitution and by-laws were 


adopted, a library was started and the A.N.A. was off to a good start. 


Under such splendid leadership the organization grew to 122 members 
in its first year of existence. Small compared to enrollments of today but 
large, indeed, for an association spread over three countries. Among those 
induced to join were such noteworthy numismatists as: Farrar Ineson, 
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William Jerrems, Jr. 


first Canadian to enter; J.D. B. F. McKenzie, New Brunswick; John Morse, 
Mass.; Clarence Mathis, Nebr.; Charles Morris, Chicago; Ed Heusinger, 
Texas; Thomas Voetter, Calif.; Cicero Peregrino of Brazil. 


Also entering were: John Brudin, Swedish, who attributed Oriental 
coins; Rev. Jeremiah Zimmerman, an authority on ancients; Edward Fros- 
sard, whose specialty was cents and half cents and Lyman H. Low whose 
book on hard times tokens is still the standard. The last two were dealers. 
Other professional numismatists who enrolled that year were: Herbert 
Morey; the fabulous Chapman brothers, Henry and Sam; Charles Steiger- 
walt; A. H. Baldwin and the Spink brothers, London. Three men who 
were destined to become Presidents joined during this period. They were 
Dr. B. P. Wright, A. G. Heaton and that grand present day patriarch, 
George J. Bauer. Dr. Heath certainly had these sterling personalities in 
mind when he said ‘The A.N.A. is in good hands.” 


At convention time in October, 1892, our President declined a second 
term in favor of his good friend Dr. Heath but switched to the Board of 
Trustees for a year before dropping from the official family. He admitted 
that he was “too fully occupied with business interests to devote much 
time to numismatics.” This business was ‘Nicoll, the Tailor with branches 
in all principal cities” or so the ads in The Numismatist of that time 
stated. Bill’s father, William Sr., married Mary Nicoll shortly after the 
Civil War and William Jr., eldest of six children was born in 1869. Junior 
sort of grew into the business and fit like the suits they tailored. In the 
90s, his father took over the western branches while Bill headed the 
receiving and distributing center in Chicago. 


The fascination of numismatics once more lured him away from his 
stock rooms and soon after the turn of the century, Jerrems again was 
one of six men who, this time, formed the original Chicago Numismatic 
Society. Others of this group were: present Honorary member Michael 
P. Carey, later pilfered from the Windy City by Los Angeles; William F. 
Dunham and the famous Virgil Brand. The last two gentlemen possessed 
fabulous collections. 


Our first President started collecting coins at the age of thirteen. 
His early favorites were copper coins of which he amassed some nine 
thousand specimens. His Greek and Roman collection totaled about fifty- 
five hundred pieces. He sold most of the latter to the Chapmans in 1916 
while the copper coins went to Virgil Brand. His Chinese coins were 
attributed by John Brudin and published in early volumes of The Numis- 
matist. He also collected U.S. large cents, English silver coins, stamps, 
mineral specimens, Indian artifacts and some three thousand books. What 
you might call a general collector! He derived the greatest pleasure from 
collecting and studying coins and medals. 


Jerrems moved to Kansas City in 1917 where he resided until his death 
in December of 1945, and oddly enough only a week prior to the demise of 
his good friend and coworker — Charles Tatman, A.N.A. Number Two. 
Members of the Heart of America Numismatic Association often called 
upon him to discuss the “old days” of collecting and talk about the many 
“old timers’ who were his acquaintances. These discussions were a source 
of great pleasure to him. The H.A.N.A. was one of the first clubs to make 
him an honorary member. 


At the 1934 Cleveland convention he was made an Honorary member 
of the A.N.A. The resolution was signed by seven Ex-presidents and is 
pictured on page 87 of the February, 1935, Nuwmismatist. The New York 
Numismatic Club awarded him and the King of Italy honorary member- 
ships the same evening. 
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